A histochemical investigation on mucopolysaccharides in the dog sympathetic ganglia.
A histochemical study in the dog Superior Cervical ganglion and in the Cervicothoracic or Stellate ganglion is reported. The mucopolysaccharide composition of these ganglia are studied by means of five histochemical techniques. The different histochemical composition between the neurons of these ganglia is investigated. In the sections stained with the PAS technique some neurons appeared more intensely stained than the others. With Thionin or Toluidine blue some neurones appeared more metachromatic than others. A peculiar distribution of the Nissl bodies, related with metachromasia, is reported. In sections stained with the Colloidal Iron method yellow neurons like those presented in the dorsal root ganglia were not found in the sympathetic ganglia. This fact suggests that the yellow neurons might be a different type of neuron. The possibility that the staining variations associated to the distribution of the Nissl bodies perhaps correspond to different functional states of the same type of neurons is also suggested.